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State President Schedule 

August 

14th– Ashland #1360 100th 
Anniversary  Dinner 

15-18th Fall Reunion 

24th– Doug Schiefer      
Fundraiser Bucyrus #156 

 

August 2019 Guiding Association Motivating Elks 

Elk History 

Keith Denny (Lynn) 

Keith is a Plant Manager for Osco Industries in 

Jackson, Ohio. A member of the Jackson Elks 

Lodge #466 for the past 17 years and is also 

currently serving as the South Central District 

DAC. He and his wife Lynn have two daughters 

and five granddaughters. 

………….How about that Ohio Elks National  

Convention! I have always considered myself lucky 

and fortunate with opportunities and events that 

have come my way! This was no more evident on 

being your State President as we were recognized for 

all of our outstanding achievements during the    

recent National Convention in St Louis.  

     In reflection, it’s a testament to all those people 

before me as well as the people serving currently. 

The Ohio Elks have built a dynamic structure of      

members, officers, and State Chairpersons that work 

for our programs and exemplify everyday what it 

means to be an OHIO ELK! 

     We can all take pride in our efforts, in every    

aspect of Elkdom, as well as being the kind of   

members that others want to be around and be apart 

of, all you had to do was visit the recent hospitality 

room at the convention to see where everyone in the 

Nation wanted to be! Thanks Mike, Linda, Lugene, 

and Jen! 

      As our Grand Exalted Ruler says: If they know 

you, and they like you, they will want to be part of 

you! 

 

                       THANKS OHIO ELKS 

My Membership Card in the Elks  

  

I HOLD in my hand a little scrap of paper, 

two by three inches in size. It is of no 

intrinsic worth, not a bond, check, or receipt 

for values, yet it is my most priceless  

possession. It is my membership card in the 

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of 

the United States of America.  

  

It tells me that I am an American citizen-the 

proudest title in all the world that can be 

conferred upon a man. It tells me that I am 

the peer of emperors and kings, the ruler of 

my own destiny, the maker of my own 

fortune. It tells me that I am a citizen of a 

land where democracy rules, where brother-

hood prevails, where tolerance holds sway, 

where justice is enthroned.  

  

It tells me that I have joined with 800,000 

other Americans in the pledging of allegiance 

to our country and its laws; in placing the 

American flag first in our hearts as loyal 

Americans and first upon our altars as loyal 

Elks.  

  

IT TELLS me that I have entered into a 

spiritual and material kinship with my fellow 

Elks to practise charity in word and deed; to 

forgive and forget the faults of my brothers, 

to hush the tongue of scandal and innuendo; 

to care for the crippled, the hungry and the 

sick; and to be just to all mankind.  

  

It tells me that in 1,500 cities under good 

fellowship prevails - a home among brothers 

and friends; a borne dedicated not only to 

the high principles for which the Order of 

Elks stands, but to the need of play, which is 

inherent in the heart of every man.  

  

It tells me that my loved ones, my home, my 

fireside, and my household, are under the 

protection of every member of this great 

Order, who has sworn to protect and defend 

mine, as I have sworn to protect his.  

  

IT TELLS me that should I ever be over-

come by adversity, the hand of every Elk in 

all the world will be stretched forth to assist 

me in my necessities.  

  

It tells me that if old age should find me 

alone and homeless, that, as an honored 

guest of our Order, surrounded by my old 

comrades, and with every comfort and 

luxury, I may sit upon the veranda at Bed-

ford in Virginia, and watch the evening sun 

sink behind the Peaks of Otter for the last 

time before my fading eyes. And, finally, it 

tells me, Brothers, that when my final exit 

from the stage of life has been made, there 

will be gathered in my Lodge Boom friends 

and brothers, who, when the Eleventh hour 

has been struck, will recall to mind my 

virtues, though they be few, and will write 

my faults, though they be many, upon the 

sands. 



Congrats to Exalted Ruler Susie Smith of the      

Raymond WA #1292 for winning the 2019 Pin 

Board. We seen a lot of activity in our hospitality 

room and raised $1083 for the Ohio Elks            

Endowment. A special Thanks to Kenton member 

Mike Sturgeon for his ongoing efforts in creating 

the pin board each year. In 3 years with his help we 

have raised  $3300 for the Endowment!             

Mike continues to follow our theme of                                               

Guiding Association Motivating Elks! 

Getty Powell winners Anthony Thompson and Jamiysn Stinson pose 

with their cardboard selves at the Hoop Shoot display in St. Louis.  

Ohio is proud of their efforts and the attention they brought to our 

State! If you don’t have a hoop shoot program start one today,              

These are the results! 

National Scholarship winner Tabitha Escalante 

who was sponsored by the Maumee-BG lodge 

#1850 addresses the convention to explain her 

background which lead to her decision to not only  

apply for the Most Valuable Student Award, but 

also how it will effect her future. She also spoke of 

the lifelong friendships and the experiences in her 

trip to Chicago during the Leadership Weekend. 

She will receive a $50,000 scholarship to         

continue her education.                                       

Elks change lives everyday! 



2019 National Ritual Champions– Kenton Lodge #157 

OHIO AWARDS 

 

*Most Valuable Student    

Winner $50,000              

Tabitha Escalante 

Maumee-BG #1850 

 

*Most Valuable Student  

Winner $20,000 

Matthew Humphreys 

Jackson #466 

 

*Getty Powell Winners  

Anthony Thompson     

Lebanon #422 

 

Jamisyn Stinson             

New  Lexington #509 

 

*National Hoop Shoot 

Champion Cameron Elwer 

Lima #54 

 

*Grand Tiler                 

PSP Lee Young 

Elyria #465 

OHIO AWARDS 

 

*5 Star Website 

Ohioelks.com 

Rich Threadgill 

Berea #1815 

 

*4 Star Ohio Elks News 

Rich Threadgill 

Berea #1815 

 

*Best Hospitality Room at 

the Convention! 

Mike and Linda Stanley 

Lugene Ignaffo 

Jennifer Anderson 

And all their helpers! 

 

*Membership Progress 

Award +36 from 2018-19 

Chris Hatcher 

Lebanon #422 



 

Following the Grand Lodge Convention Amy and I visited Kansas City and took in a  

couple Royals games, ironically their opponent was the Cleveland Indians. Before  

Wednesday’s game we were invited on the field to take in batting practice for both teams. 

Royal manager Ned Yost stopped by to say Hello, sign an autograph, and wish us well. 

They also brought down one of  the 2015 World Championship rings for me to try on. 

Even though the games didn't turn out in KC’s favor it was a memory I will never forget! 

Royal forever! 

Grand Exalted Ruler Robert “Bob” Duitsman being escorted into 

the Convention where he shared the above slogan he utilized as 

he traveled last year as the State President of the                        

California-Hawaii Association.  



Ohio Elks Association Secretary/Treasurer PSP Lee Young has the distinction of serving as Grand 

Tiler with GER Bob Duitsman for the 2019-20 Year.  A well deserved honor for a true gentleman 

of Elkdom. He has served our Association for many years and is the definition of a TRUE ELK. 

The Ohio Elks Association are both proud and honored of Lee’s accomplishments.                                          

CONGRATS LEE! 

I had the privilege of attending the 2019 State Convention of the Ohio Association of Emblem Clubs on June 22nd. Great 

events surrounded their evening and meetings that brought ladies and gentleman from all over Ohio! We were treated to a   

wonderful dinner and entertainment by none other than Elvis! On Sunday, incoming State President Diana Passwaiter from the 

Willoughby-Cleveland lodge #508  was installed. They continued to award $1000s of dollars in support of Honor Flight,       

Veterans Programs, as well as Scholarships!                                                                                                                                                                                    

Wooster Elks # 1346    June 22, 2019 

               Please visit them at their booth at the Fall Reunion 



Ritual All Americans 

Todd Daquino Exalted Ruler 

Derek Kaufman Leading Knight 

Mike Sturgeon Loyal Knight 

Nate Davis Lecturing Knight 

John Hines Candidate 

Coaches : 

Jack Buroker 

Jerry Haudenschield 

Dave Beazley 

Congrats Nate Davis for winning the King 

Award as the highest scoring officer! 

Todd Daquino Nate Davis 

Mike Sturgeon Derek Kaufman John Hines 

Jack, Jerry, and Dave 



Amy and I were honored to    

attend the Veterans Picnic held 

by the Lebanon Lodge #422. 

This is the second year of  this 

event which continues to grow 

by leaps and bounds. Lodge 

members cook lunch for       

Veterans and their families as 

well as coordinate all types of  

Veteran providers to sit up 

booths during the event. The 

Warren County Veterans        

program also attends and vets 

can get benefit packages as well 

as Veteran ID’s for those in 

need.  A great lodge, event, and      

support for our American 

Hero’s! 


