
Talk Elks Everywhere 

Hello BPOE, (Best People On Earth)  
 

Thank you for the first 4 months of 2018 and the amazing things Ohio Elks have accomplished for our communities and 
the Order. Seeing the Grand Exalted Ruler Mike Luhr and First Lady Barbara at four different events, including the Fall 
Reunion, demonstrates that “he and Miss Barbara are just plain old folks who enjoy being Elks”. Mike and Barbara do 
truly lead by example. Their smiles and time with our members helped me remember why I am an Elk! The achieve-
ments by CP raising $13,000, gifts to ENF totaling $8,000; the Endowment Raffle that raised over $22,000 through the 
evening’s events are just a few of the awesome things we accomplished.  When it comes to planning for the future, Elks 
proudly put their actions on display for everyone to see!  Thank-you to all of the members who said, “how can I help and 
is this what you need”? It is hard to believe 33% of the year is history. 
 

Ohio Elks, we have eight months to make the year a benchmark for the future of Elkdom.  Can we decrease our delin-
quent membership loses and increase our new Elk numbers, along with retaining our membership?  This challenge isn’t 
just the officers’ job, but for every member in the lodge! It will take each Elk deciding to get involved in turning our mem-
bership into a plus! We are a great organization who knows how to show our communities that we can make a positive 
difference.  I am asking you to start telling our story to your neighbors, friends, veterans and other people we may be able 
to help! 
 

It was my pleasure to visit the 76 Ohio lodges before fall reunion. It is my plan to visit each lodge again in the next 8 
months.  I am looking forward to the second trip and meeting more great Elks and hearing more about Ohio’s Lodges.  If 
your lodge has an event you want me or another officer to attend, please send the team an email at Ohioelks.com.  One 
request I have for all of the lodges is to please update your website information.  Please check the hours and days that 
your lodge has listed on the website to make sure it is up-to-date and the officers’ information is correct.  It was nice to 
talk with members and guests as I visited your lodges. I was impressed as I looked at bulletin boards, picked up newspa-
pers in the different lodges and even talked to television reporters “about how great Elks were in their towns”. 
 
                   ...continued next page... 
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...continued from front page... 
 

I will be dropping off an All-Ohio Lodge competition application {download at Elks.org under fraternal or at Ohioelks.com 
website under State Resources/All American Lodges} and a T.E.E. {Ohio website under State Resources/All Ohio TEE Ap-
plication} application during my visit!  I know our lodges are doing great things in our communities and we need to give 
ourselves a pat on the back for all of the hard work. 
 

In an effort to help Talk Elks Everywhere, the Trustees have allotted $250 prize awards for each of the three breakdown 
membership.  The competition is open to all Ohio Lodges who complete the application including copies of articles pre-
senting their events.  The breakdown is split into lodges under 400, 401-750 and over 751 in membership.  The application 
can be found on the website.  If you have questions, please contact Lugene Ignaffo or Kermit Morse.  All applications must 
be submitted to Lugene or Kermit by February 1, 2019. 
 

In the next 238 days we need to continue to earn the name ELK.  If we 
think back to the altar and our oath, we agreed to be an ELK who puts service before self.  Help me earn the right to be 
your President and carry the title “ELK”!  God bless until we sit and talk again.  Go Bucks! 
 
 

 

“T” and his Bride Deana 

 
Calling all lodges and committees who need help!!!  

 
Elks, mark your calendar for the first Saturday in March, as the Ohio Elks State Association will present the “Elks Leadership Kollege” 
for new and old officers, along with committee chairpersons who need assistance in preparing for their year of service to individual 
lodges.   
 
There will be sessions from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm on March 2, 2019 that will provide details of forms, keys to success for organization 
of the year, and individual resources for questions during the lodge year.   
 
State Chairpersons will be there for assistance and question & answer sessions.  Lunch will be available for a small charge. The cost will 
be free for the clinic, but attendees will need to be pre-registered to insure that enough copies of information will be printed for every-
one.  PSP Doug Schiefer will serve as “The Dean” for 2019. If you have questions concerning the day’s events, please contact Doug 
through email or phone. 
 
The event will be held at the Marriott Columbus Northwest in Dublin (Columbus), OH.  The Ohio Elks Association has negotiated a 
great rate for Elks that wish to stay overnight the day before and/or the evening of the event.  Please visit www.ohioelks.com/kollege. 

Ohio Elks Announce Elks Leadership Kollege 

Pictured: State President Nevin Taylor with Dave Williams from Athens Lodge #973 
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Happenings From The Fall Reunion 
Tom Pavlik received the Membership Improvement award 
for Ohio as State Chairperson.  Lee Young, Secretary & 
Treasurer of Ohio received the State award for member-
ship and Public Relations. Larry O’Grady (not pictured) 
received the 4-star award for website design.  
 

Finally, Ralph Thiery from Lima Lodge #54, was honored 
as being #3 in attaining new members in Area Four of 
Grand Lodge with 83 new or re-instated members.  
 

All three Elks received their awards from GER Mike Luhr 
during the business session Saturday morning.  Congratu-
lations Elks on your achievements in Talking Elks Every-
where!  

Super Elks Recognized 

Pictured, from left:  Tom Pavlik, Lee Young (PSP), Ralph Thiery, and Mike Luhr (GER).  Photo by Stan Soja 

Getty Powell award winner Anthony Thompson age 9, 
was the top shooter in the nation in 2018, accompa-
nied by the Grand Exalted Ruler, Michael T. Luhr for 
his official presentation of the trophy. Anthony shot 
59 or 60 to win the award in free throws.  

Hoop Shoot Champion Honored 

Pictured, from left:  Getty Powell Award winner Anthony Thompson, Mike Luhr (GER). Photo by Stan Soja 

Ohio Elks Association State President, Nevin Tay-
lor receives a photo plaque from the Iraq Troop 
who received specialty products for individual sol-
diers while they serve protecting freedom. 
  
Athens Lodge #973 member Dave Williams' son 
and others from the Ohio division were overseas 
for one year.   
 
President Taylor donated the photo back to Dave 
to be placed in his home lodge as a reminder of 
how little things can make a major difference as 
our soldiers defend freedom. 

It’s The Little Things That Make A Difference 

Pictured, from left:  OEA President Nevin Taylor, Dave Williams (Athens #973). Photo by Stan Soja 
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Ohio Ritual Team Scores Big 

The Kenton 2018 Ritual team, receiving state awards as champions at Spring Convention.  Photo by Anna McCullough 

Ignatius Todd Daquino receiving state 11 O’Clock Toast & Flag charge 

awards at Spring Convention. Photo by Anna McCullough 

The Kenton Elks Lodge #157 Ritualistic Team competed at the 150th 

Grand Lodge Convention in San Antonio Texas as Ohio's representing 

team and they performed incredibly well.  The team scored 96.95, fin-

ishing 3rd in the East, just one position away from making the finals. 

All Elks in Ohio should be proud of the team's performance!  Let's all 

congratulate their hard work and efforts! 

Ohio Competes at Grand Lodge 
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Elk of the Year 

Elk Hall of Fame 

The Ohio Elks Association is proud to award Larry Wise of 
Newark Lodge #391 as the Elk of the Year.  Larry was awarded 
this prestigious honor during the 120th Annual Spring Con-
vention of the Ohio Elks Association on April 28, 2018.   

Congratulations to Larry, his family, and his lodge.  

Larry Wise, Newark Lodge #391 

Van Wert Lodge No 1197, Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks is proud to announce that their member, Michael C. 
Stanley was inducted into the Ohio Elks Hall of Fame on Sat-
urday evening, April 28 during their 120th Annual Convention 
of the Ohio Elks Association.  

Michael C. Stanley, Van Wert Lodge #1197 

Photo by Anna McCollough 

Photo by Anna McCollough 
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Community Service & Public Relations 
This year’s grant season is over.  As of July 20, all of the grants have been distributed to needy organizations.  We have sev-
en grant requests that we were not able to fill. 
 

The past several years, the State Officers have provided me with additional funds in September.  Let’s hope that this year 
will not be the exception.  For next year’s budget, I will be asking for more money so that you can help more organizations 
in your community. 
 

I have received a lot of articles that have appeared in your local newspapers highlighting your activities.  Continue to sub-
mit them and also send them to me.  If you haven’t checked it out, look at the OEA News page on the Ohio Elks Associa-
tion Web site (https://ohioelks.com/oea-news/)  This is where we are displaying these article as well as other activities that 
are occurring.  You can also find them on twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 
 

Each District Chairman should have received a press release for the Most Valuable Student Scholarship Contest and passed 
them along to the Lodge PR Chairman.  If you did not get it please email me at kmorse3@msn.com and I will send it to you. 
 

Kermit Morse, III, PDDGER 
Community Service/PR Chairman 

District Lodge Number Grant Recipient Grant Item Grant Amount 
NC Bucyrus 156 Bucyrus Police Department 12 Pouch and ResQ Disc Set $      750.00 
NC Marion 32 City of Marion Parks & Recreation  Lounge Chairs for Pool $      750.00 
NC Norwalk 730 Norwalk Fire Department Step Cribbing & K tool $      705.00 
NC Lorain 1301 Lorain Fire Department Fire Helmets $      750.00 
NE Kent 1377 Kent Parks & Recreation Portable Sound System $      750.00 
NE Painesville 549 City Of Painesville Fire Dept. 4 Residential Knox Bokes $      696.00 
NE Ravenna 1076 Ravenna City Fire Department 2 Temporal Thermometers $      750.00 
NE Salem 305 Perry Twp. Volunteer Fire Dept. Quick Attach Monitor $      750.00 
NW Defiance 147 Defiance City Police Department Breakaway Safety Vests $      750.00 
NW Lima 54 Delphos Police Department K-9 officer equipment $      360.00 
NW Van Wert 1197 Middle Point Volunteer Fire Dept. Low Profile Ball Intake Valve $      750.00 
NW Upper Sandusky 83 Upper Sandusky Veterans Group New flag and flag pole $      750.00 
NW Fremont 169 Sandusky County Sheriff's Office Vest for Drug Dog $      750.00 
SC Marysville 1130 Plain City Police Department K-9 Bite Suit $      750.00 
SC Newark 391 Newark Police Department Promotional Items $      750.00 
SC Gallipolis 107 Gallipolis Police Department Taser $      750.00 
SC Chillicothe 52 Chillicothe Fire Department Numerous fire safety items $      750.00 
SE East Liverpool 258 City of E. Liverpool-Thompson Park Mower, Trimmer, Shop Vac $      725.90 
SE Ohio River Valley 231 Bridgeport Vol. Fire & Emergency CPR-AED Training Manikin  $      627.00 
SE New Philadelphia 510 City of New Philadelphia Fire Dept. Ice Rescue Immersion Suit $      750.00 
SE Newcomerstown 1555 Newcomerstown Emergency Rescue Snowplow $      750.00 
SW Greenville 1139 Greenville Twp. Emergency Service 2 pumps $      750.00 
SW Troy 833 Miami County Sheriff's Department Operation Lifesaver Unit $      750.00 
SW Wilmington 797 Clinton County Sheriff Department Lockout tool kit $      700.00 
SW Xenia 668 Green County Parks and Trails Body Armor $      656.78 
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State Major Project—Cerebral Palsy 
The CP Committee continues to move right along this year.  Thanks to the volunteers at the booth, both in April and Au-
gust, we were able to sell some items that help you meet your Lodge Per Capita of $4.00/member.  We are looking at what 
items you would best like to see us have available for purchase.  Your input is valuable, so please do not hesitate to contact 
myself, or your District Representative. 
 

Now is the time to get out and contact your facilities that are in need of assistance.  The Grant Application (1 page)  and 
Campership Applications (2 pages) are online.  We will be using the same criteria as last year, which is as follows:  Your 
applications must be submitted with the invoice for your project and also a copy of your financials.  The project has to be 
focused on the training, care and treatment of clients with cerebral palsy.  
 

All applications must be submitted by December 31, 2018.  Please remember to include your project invoice, grant request 
and financial statement. 
 

Thanks to all of the Lodges that participated in the OSU raffle tickets.  It was disappointing that we had 19 of 76 Lodges 
not participate in this great fundraiser.  Lets try for 100 percent participation in 2019.  The winning ticket was sold by the 
SW District Xenia Lodge #668.  Congrats to Mike Tracy of Riverside, OH on winning the season tickets. 
 

At the Fall Reunion, the CP committee began a 150 Club in honor of the Elks turning 150 years old.  All tickets were sold, 
and the winners at this Convention were: Larry Ropp, Jules Linder, Al Zimmerman, and Chuck Hilyard, Sr.  Your tickets 
will be good for the next drawing at the April Convention.  If this continues to be a success, we will look at expanding the 
amount of members in the Club.  Thanks to all that participated.   
 

Continue to pass out (and collect) the coin banks to your Members.  What an easy way to have more money to go towards 
your Per Capita.   
 

As always, it is a pleasure to serve this great organization.  Please feel free to contact me with any concerns or comments! 
 

Sara Dunavent  
CP Committee Coordinator 

State Endowment Fund 
The Ohio Elks Charity Endowment Fundraising Committee held its second fundraiser at the Fall Reunion in Colum-
bus. Once again the generosity of the Elks of OHIO was just fantastic and proved again you are truly the BPOE (best 
people on earth). 
 

Together in just one evening, we raised $23,320 for the future of the OHIO ELKS Endowment. As a Lodge, District and 
State Association, we all should be very proud. 
 

I must thank everyone that worked so hard to make this event the great success that it was, all of you on the committee 
know who you are (great job guys), all of you that helped sell door prizes you know who you are (we couldn’t have done it 
without you) thank you. And a very special thanks to all who bought tickets, came to the raffle, and gave sponsorships to 
the event the committee thanks you. 
 

Congratulations go out to some of our big winners: Tony Federico, Jim Parks, Todd Hurd, Mike Manfredarici, Ron Adams, 
Todd Arnold, Zach Spieles, and John Schwartz.  I bet these guys will be back next year. 
 

In closing, just a reminder, the OHIO ELKS CHARITY ENDOWMENT is the future of OHIO ELKS giving just as ENF is 
the National Organization of giving. 
 

Again, we as Board and Committee welcome and thank for your support. 
 

Lance C. Knight PSP 
Ohio Charity Endowment Chairman 
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Northwest District News 
Fremont Lodge #169 
Member was honored by local newspa-
per for his care of 22 American flags at 
Flag Park near the Sandusky County 
Courthouse. 

Van Wert Lodge #1197 
Hosts 7th Annual Elks Day at Camp 
Clay, with more than 575 kids and 100 
parents enjoying a full day at camp. 

Kenton Lodge #1197 
Ritualistic Team competed at the 150th 
Grand Lodge Convention in San Antonio 
Texas as Ohio's representing team and they 
performed incredibly well.  The team scored 
96.95, finishing 3rd in the East, just one 
position away from making the finals.  

Upper Sandusky #83 
Donated $1,500 to help with the cost of 
purchasing and installing the new handicap 
accessible playground equipment that was 
installed at the South School Playground.  

Van Wert Lodge #1197 
Help local YWCA Summer food pro-
gram with a $500 donation to the 
YWCA of Van Wert County. 

Upper Sandusky #83 
Distributed over 100 backpacks and donat-
ed over $2,500 in food supplies as part of 
their annual backpack and food drive sup-
porting several local food pantries in Wyan-
dot County. 

Fremont Lodge #169 
Donates a new bullet proof vests for the 
Sandusky County Sheriff’s K-9 units 
using an OEA Community Service 
Grant.  

Van Wert Lodge #1197 
Donates fifteen $100 camper scholar-
ships to local 4-H club. 

Fremont Lodge #169 
Donated $3,500 to the Sandusky Coun-
ty Food Pantry using grants from the 
Elks National Foundation. 

Van Wert Lodge #1197 
Awards a $1,000 OEA Education Fund 
Grant to a local graduating senior. 

Van Wert Lodge #1197 
Donated a $750 OEA Community Ser-
vice Grant to the Middle Point Fire De-
partment for a new low profile ball in-
take valve. 

For full stories visit www.ohioelks.com/oea-news 

Fremont Lodge Flag Honors 

Van Wert Elk Day At Camp Clay 

Kenton Ritual Team Competes At Grand Lodge 

Upper Sandusky Improve Local Playground 

Van Wert Lodge Community Service Grant 

There are many more great stories of lodges doing great things across 
Ohio.  Visit www.ohioelks.com/oea-news to see them all.  Also, subscribe 
to our Twitter feed (@ohioelks) or follow us on Facebook (/ohioelks).  You 
will always get the most current information from all of these sites and 
resources. 



www.ohioelks.com 

North Central District News 
Ashland Lodge #1360 
Donated a fire extinguisher training 
device to the Ashland Fire Department. 
The device uses an LED screen and a 
realistic fire extinguisher to simulate an 
actual fire situation.  

Lorain Lodge #1301 
Continues to maintain Lorain Vicotry 
Park by planting flowers, mulch, weed 
flower beds and place flags to honor 
Lorain's native sons.  

Lorain Lodge #1301 
Delivers $10,000 OEA CP Grant Check 
to Mercy Health Foundation for the 
Children’s Developmental Center help-
ing children with special needs. 

Sandusky Lodge #285 
Donated gifts, toys, clothes, food, and 
school supplies to the local Safe Harbor 
domestic violence shelter. 

Lorain Lodge #1301 
Delivers $10,000 OEA CP Grant Check 
to Mercy Health Foundation for the 
Children’s Developmental Center help-
ing children with special needs. 

Marion Lodge #32 
Donated $2,250 to the Marion City 
Lincoln Park Aquatics Center to help 
purchase much needed new pool furni-
ture and equipment. 

Sandusky Lodge #285 
Donated gifts, toys, clothes, food, and 
school supplies to the local Safe Harbor 
domestic violence shelter. 

Marion Lodge #32 
Donated $2,250 to the Marion City 
Lincoln Park Aquatics Center to help 
purchase much needed new pool furni-
ture and equipment. 

For full stories visit www.ohioelks.com/oea-news 

Marion Lodge Makes Pool Better 

Sundusky Lodge Donates To Domestic Violence Shelter 

Northeast District News 
Salem Lodge #305 
Held their local Soccer Shoot at the Sa-
lem Community Center's indoor soccer 
field on Sunday, May 20th. There were 
16 participants.  

Alliance Lodge #467 
Held their annual Youth Recognition 
banquet and recognized Teenagers of 
the Year from seven local schools, 
scholarship winners, Eagle Scouts, 
Americanism essay winners, and Hoop 
Shoot winners.   
Salem Lodge #305 
Donated $750 from an OEA Communi-
ty Service Grant to Perry Township Vol-
unteer Fire Department to purchase a 
quick attach monitor. 

Kent Lodge #1377 
Donates $750 from an OEA Communi-
ty Service Grant to the City of Kent De-
partment of Recreation to purchase a 
new sound system. 

Salem Lodge #305 
Prepared and donated 300 Drug Aware-
ness Program bags for local Family Re-
covery & Family Services. 

Berea Lodge #1815 
Hosted their annual Youth Apprecia-
tion Banquet honoring local students, 
scouts, scholarship winners, and Hoop 
Shoot & Americanism Essay Contest 
winners. 

Kent Lodge #1377 
Makes donation to local Safe Futures, a 
domestic violence shelter and resource 
center in Portage County 

For full stories visit www.ohioelks.com/oea-news 

Alliance Youth Recognition Banquet 

Berea Youth Recognition Banquet 

Salem Lodge Community Service Grant 

Lorain Lodge Delivers CP Check 
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Southeast District News 
East Liverpool Lodge #258 
Donated to several programs including 
$360 to the Veterans City Council, 
$300 to the Middle Beaver Girls Soft-
ball Association, $275 to the Ohio Girls 
State Program, and donations to City of 
East Liverpool’s Animal Welfare Fund 
and to the local Student Fishing League. 

New Philadelphia Lodge #510 
Presented a $3,000 check to Carmel 
Haueter, Executive Director of the Tus-
carawas Society for Children and Adults 
as part of the OEA State Major Project 
supporting CP.  

New Philadelphia Lodge #510 
Purchased a new ice rescue immersion 
suit for the New Philadelphia Fire De-
partment using an OEA Community 
Service Grant. 

For full stories visit www.ohioelks.com/oea-news 

New Philadelphia Lodge Helps Ice Rescues 

Southwest District News 
Dayton Lodge #58 
Hosted a CP Talent Show and distributed 
over $20,000 in OEA CP grants and camp-
erships to United Rehabilitation Services of 
greater Dayton who serve more than 1,300 
clients locally. 

Troy Lodge #833 
Donated $750 for Project LIfesaver person-
alized radio transmitters to the Miami 
County Sheriff’s Office from an OEA Com-
munity Services Grant to help caregivers 
locate elderly clients that may wander away 
from their care. 

Hillsboro Lodge #361 
Featured by local newspaper for its recent 
upgrades and renovations to its facilities. 

Lebanon Lodge #422 
Hosted more than 150 veterans for a spe-
cial Veterans picnic with funding from a 
Gratitude Grant issued by the Elks National 
Foundation. 

For full stories visit www.ohioelks.com/oea-news 

Troy Lodge Project Lifesaver 

Lebanon Lodge Veterans Picnic 

There are many more great stories of lodges doing great things across 
Ohio.  Visit www.ohioelks.com/oea-news to see them all.  Also, subscribe 
to our Twitter feed (@ohioelks) or follow us on Facebook (/ohioelks).  You 
will always get the most current information from all of these sites and 
resources. 



OEANEWS www.ohioelks.com 

South Central District News 
Marysville Lodge #1360 
Recognized the graduating Seniors in 
the Antlers program.  Three of the stu-
dents have been members of the group 
since the Antlers was founded 6 years 
ago.  Three of the students also received 
$250 scholarships from the Elks in 
recognition of their accomplishments 
in the Antlers. 

Newark Lodge #391  
Awarded scholarships to five well de-
serving students. These graduating sen-
iors , who were children or grandchil-
dren of our members, represented sev-
eral County schools.  They were each 
awarded a $500 scholarship towards 
their education, as we continue to sup-
port and encourage our youth.  

Gallipolis Lodge #107 
Deliver grants checks for more than 
$13,500 to local organizations working 
to help families with kids with Cerebral 
Palsy.  

Jackson Lodge #466 
Honors veterans on Flag Day and deliv-
ers $10,000 in OEA CP grant checks to 
the Jackson and Vinton County’s Board 
of Developmental Disabilities.  

New Lexington Lodge #509 
Feeds the hungry donating 240 lbs. of 
hotdogs and 792 lbs. of hamburgers to 
the Perry County Foodbank. 

Athens Lodge #973 
Hosts summer bowling league for kids 
with Big Brothers—Big Sisters provid-
ing a unique experience not otherwise 
available to the kids. 

Newark Lodge #391  
Raised drug awareness preparing 200 
“Just Say No” bags for the Newark Mid-
dle and High School students. 

Columbus—Grove City Lodge #37 
Performs a mortgage burning ceremo-
ny, celebrating a major milestone for 
the lodge. 

Athens Lodge #973 
Hosts more than 900 kids for 
“Community Family Fun Day” at the 
City of Athens swimming pool. 

Marysville Lodge #1360 
Donated $1,200 to the Plain City Police 
Department for a new bite suit to bet-
ter train the local K-9 units using an 

Athens Lodge #973 
Awarded eight $1,000 scholarships to 
local graduation seniors. 

Newark Lodge #391  
Helped to support a new Drug Aware-
ness Club at Newark High School, do-
nating information and supplies from 
the Elks DAP program. 

Newark Lodge #391  
Hosts Flag Day ceremony honoring 
those who served along with first re-
sponders 

Marysville Senior Antlers 

For full stories visit www.ohioelks.com/oea-news 

Newark Lodge Flag Day 

Jackson Lodge Flag Day 

New Lexington Lodge Feeds The Hungry 

Athens Community Family Fun Day 

There are many more great stories of lodges doing great things across 
Ohio.  Visit www.ohioelks.com/oea-news to see them all.  Also, subscribe 
to our Twitter feed (@ohioelks) or follow us on Facebook (/ohioelks).  You 
will always get the most current information from all of these sites and 
resources. 



www.ohioelks.com 


